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LIBBY HOSPITAL FORUM
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE COSTS
MAY 4, 1988
MALPRACTICE AND MEDICAL LIABILITY
I AM PLEASED TO JOIN YOU FOR TONIGHT'S FORUM
ON _ MEDICAL MALPRACTICE INSURANCE AND THE
AVAILABILITY OF HEALTH CARE FOR MONTANA MOTHERS
AND THEIR CHILDREN-
FRANKLY, IT'S HARD TO THINK OF A HEALTH CARE
ISSUE THAT IS BEING MORE HOTLY DEBATED IN THE
UNITED STATES AND HERE IN MONTANA THAN THIS ONE.
I AM ENCOURAGED THAT SO MANY OF YOU ARE HERE
TO TRY TO REALLY UNDERSTAND THIS ISSUE AND GET
YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED.
Too OFTEN, THE DISCUSSION OF THE MEDICAL
MALPRACTICE PROBLEM HAS BECOME LITTLE MORE THAN A
NAME CALLING EXERCISE: DOCTORS BLAMING THE
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LAWYERS, LAWYERS BLAMING BAD DOCTORS AND EVERYBODY
BLAMING THE INSURANCE COMPANIES.
I THINK THAT MONTANANS HAVE A BIG ADVANTAGE
OVER PEOPLE IN MANY OTHER STATES WHEN IT COMES TO
TACKLING DIFFICULT PROBLEMS LIKE THIS ONE.
WE HAVE A SENSE OF COMMUNITY THAT HAS ALWAYS
HELPED US THROUGH TOUGH TIMES. AND, WE HAVE A
TRADITION OF FIERCE INDEPENDENCE THAT HAS KEPT US
FROM FOLLOWING PATHS THAT APPEAR TO LEAD NOWHERE-
THAT'S WHAT THIS PROBLEM IS GOING TO TAKE.
WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO PULL TOGETHER, NOT BLAME
EACH OTHER. AND, WE MUST BE WILLING TO EXPLORE
NEW APPROACHES AND NEW IDEAS, EVEN IF THEY HAVE
NOT BEEN FULLY TESTED IN OTHER STATES.
FEW GIFTS IN LIFE ARE MORE PRECIOUS THAN A
HEALTHY BABY. AND NO AMOUNT OF COMPENSATION SEEMS
LIKE ENOUGH FOR A BABY BORN WITH PROBLEMS THAT
MIGHT HAVE BEEN AVOIDED-
-3-
I BELIEVE THAT STATE GOVERNMENTS HAVE AN
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN THIS ISSUE-
BUT, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN HELP, TOO-
FOR EXAMPLE, I BELIEVE THAT THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT CAN ENCOURAGE STATES TO BROADEN THE
AVAILABILITY OF PRE-NATAL CARE, ESPECIALLY FOR
LOW-INCOME WOMEN. AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
NEEDS TO PROVIDE THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR STATE
HEALTH PROGRAMS AND MEDICAID PROGRAMS TO DO THEIR
JOB-
THESE ARE AREAS WHERE I CAN HELP. AND YOU
CAN BE SURE THAT I WILL-
I HOPE THAT YOU WILL ASK TONIGHT'S PANEL
ABOUT THEIR SOLUTIONS, TOO- THIS IS A PROBLEM
THAT WE MUST TAKE ON TOGETHER: AS LEGISLATORS,
HEALTH PROFESSIONALS, LAWYERS, INSURERS, AND
PATIENTS. IF WE KEEP THAT IN MIND -- THAT THE
SOLUTION INVOLVES ALL OF US -- I THINK WE WILL
FIND THE SOLUTION-
AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR INVITING TO YOUR FORUM-
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